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Introduction
The England Netball School Clubs Links programme supports the National PE,
School Sport and Club Links (PESSCL) strategy which aims to ensure that all
children, whatever their circumstances or abilities, should be able to participate
and enjoy physical education and sport. By working in partnership with School
Sports Partnerships, Clubs, County Sports Partnerships and the Netball
infrastructure, England Netball is committed to increasing the number of
children participating in clubs from School Sport Partnerships (SSPs) and to
increase the number of accredited Netball clubs. 

Working in Partnership
England Netball recognises the pressure on the education sector to deliver against National
Curriculum targets and outcomes and the growing demand on clubs to ensure they are
delivering in a high quality environment. Therefore, the England Netball School Club Link
programme has been developed as a ‘support tool’ for Teachers (primary and secondary),
Partnership Development Managers, School Sports Co-ordinators, Competition Managers
and Clubs, offering an integrated approach linked to partner outcomes. The programme
offers a step by step guide to developing a high quality School Club Link and is supported
with resources and examples of best practice.

Using the England Netball School Clubs
Links Guide
This England Netball School Clubs Links Guide provides
all the information required to create a high quality Netball
school club link. The ‘5 Stage Delivery Model’ enables
schools and clubs to work together to create their own
unique school club link programme by selecting from a
wide range of courses, resources and support. However
please note that this is only a guide and other creative
ideas may be included to suit the needs of your school
club link. Through the County Sports Partnership and
England Netball Regional Unit, Netball Officers are
available to support the development of the programmes.
For contact details and further information on the England
Netball School Clubs Links programme please visit
www.englandnetball.co.uk
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Description of activity that relates to
working example 1 (highlighted boxes)
Club: Capricorn Netball Club
SSP: Haydock School Sports Partnership and Sutton School Sports Partnership

Summary
In order to further develop Netball locally and provide competition at the appropriate levels for
school pupils the schools and club recognised the need to increase the Netball skills of
teachers and support young people in gaining Netball qualifications. A meeting was held with
a club representative, the Partnership Development Manager’s and the County Netball
Development Officer and the following project was agreed. 

Teacher, Coach & Umpire Education 
As a means of increasing the knowledge and skills of the teachers to support and sustain the
development of High 5 Netball in both SSPs a Netball for Players aged 7-11years
Workshop was held at the local Specialist Sports College.

Student Development 
Both SSPs held a Young Netball Organiser Course for students which linked to the Step in
to Sport programme. A Beginners Umpire Course was also held for teachers, students and
club volunteers. In addition, students at Rainhill School (specialist in Media and Arts)
produced a club handbook and flyer as a school based project.

Coaching & Umpiring Programme
The Young Netball Organisers completed a 6 week programme where they worked with
the primary schools to deliver an hour of High 5 Netball activity in after school clubs. The club
also ran a skills taster session for the feeder secondary schools, targeting schools they had
yet to establish links with. The teachers and club coaches mentored the YNOs on the
coaching programme, Skills Day and Festival. 

Competition
The YNOs supported the St Helens Sports Development Officer in the organisation and
delivery of the High 5 Festival for Key Stage 2, 9-11years.

Exit Route
As a result of the programme ten students from Rainhill, Sutton, St Cuthbert’s, Broadway and
St Augustine schools attended a Skills Day at Capricorn Netball Club and went on to join the
club as players and volunteers. 
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Description of activity that relates to
working example 2 (highlighted boxes)
Club: Fareham Fireflys Junior Netball Club
School Sports Partnership (SSP): Henry Cort, Fareham
County Sports Partnership (CSP): Sport Hampshire & IOW

Summary
As an School Sports Partnership involved in the pilot phase of the School Competition
Manager programme Henry Cort SSP and all the partners wanted to ensure that school
competition was linked into a cohesive and single vision of Netball delivery to young people
in Fareham. Therefore all partners worked together to develop a school club project which
increased Netball specific knowledge of teachers, developed a competition programme in
line with the competition framework and appropriate to the age group of the players and
established schools club links.

Teacher, Coach & Umpire Development 
Netball for players aged 7-11years Workshop was co-ordinated by the Competition
Manager and Netball Development Officer to provide local teachers and Adults Other Than
Teachers (AOTT’s) an opportunity to learn and ask questions about High 5 Netball. 

Student Development
The students involved in the project were part of the Step into Sport Scheme and
volunteered to support activity as part of their volunteering hours.

Coaching & Umpiring Programme
The club coaches volunteered time to assist at the Out of School Hours Netball sessions,
acting as a coaching support mechanism/mentor to teachers.

Competition
The Competition Manager co-ordinated the festivals and tournaments and also ensured all
club publicity was distributed to young people via the School Sports Co-ordinators and
Primary Link Teachers. The Step into Sport students, supported by the teachers and
Partnership Development Manager umpired at the festivals and tournaments. Fareham
Fireflys produced flyers and posters advertising their club training details and distributed these
to the players attending the festivals and tournament. These were also displayed on school
PE notice boards.

Exit Route
Through this partnership working, the schools had a direct link with the existing club ensuring
exit routes for school players are in place.

SchoolClubLinks Guide

page16



R
eg

io
n

A
dd

re
ss

Te
l /

 F
ax

Em
ai

l

No
rth

 W
es

t R
eg

io
na

l
Ad

m
in

ist
ra

to
r

Un
ive

rs
ity

 o
f C

he
ste

r, W
ar

rin
gt

on
 C

am
pu

s,
Cr

ab
 L

an
e, 

W
ar

rin
gt

on
, C

he
sh

ire
 W

A2
 0

DB
Te

l: 0
19

25
 5

34
39

3
no

rth
w

es
t@

en
gla

nd
ne

tb
all

.c
o.

uk

R
eg

io
na

l A
d

m
in

is
tr

at
o

r 
C

o
nt

ac
t 

D
et

ai
ls

 -
 A

p
p

en
d

ix
 1

No
rth

 E
as

t R
eg

io
na

l
Ad

m
in

ist
ra

to
r

Ho
us

e 
of

 S
po

rt,
 U

niv
er

sit
y 

of
 D

ur
ha

m
,

So
ut

h 
En

d 
Ho

us
e, 

So
ut

h 
Ro

ad
,

Du
rh

am
 D

H1
 3

TG

Te
l: 0

19
1 

33
47

22
3

Fa
x: 

01
91

 3
34

72
01

no
rth

ea
st@

en
gla

nd
ne

tb
all

.c
o.

uk

Yo
rk

sh
ire

 a
nd

 H
um

be
rs

id
e

Re
gi

on
al

 A
dm

in
ist

ra
to

r
Ne

tb
all

 C
en

tre
, E

ng
lis

h 
Ins

titu
te 

of
 S

po
rt 

–
Sh

ef
fie

ld,
 C

ole
rid

ge
 R

oa
d,

 
Sh

ef
fie

ld 
S9

 5
DA

Te
l: 0

11
4 

22
35

69
7

yo
rk

sa
nd

hu
m

be
r@

en
gla

nd
ne

tb
all

.c
o.

uk

W
es

t M
id

la
nd

s 
Re

gi
on

al
Ad

m
in

ist
ra

to
r

Gr
ea

ter
 W

ar
w

ick
sh

ire
 S

po
rt,

Un
ive

rs
ity

 o
f W

ar
w

ick
, W

es
tw

oo
d 

Ca
m

pu
s,

Co
ve

nt
ry

 C
V4

 7
AL

Te
l: 0

24
76

 5
75

84
1

w
es

tm
idl

an
ds

@
en

gla
nd

ne
tb

all
.c

o.
uk

Ea
st

 M
id

la
nd

s 
Re

gi
on

al
Ad

m
in

ist
ra

to
r

Th
e 

Ne
tb

all
 C

en
tre

, L
ou

gh
bo

ro
ug

h 
Un

ive
rs

ity
,

Le
ice

ste
rs

hir
e 

LE
11

 3
TU

Te
l: 0

15
09

 2
26

75
3

ea
stm

idl
an

ds
@

en
gla

nd
ne

tb
all

.c
o.

uk

Ea
st

 R
eg

io
na

l A
dm

in
ist

ra
to

r
He

th
er

se
tt 

Ol
d 

Ha
ll S

ch
oo

l, O
ld 

No
rw

ich
Ro

ad
, N

or
w

ich
, N

or
fo

lk 
NR

9 
3D

W
Te

l: 0
16

03
 8

11
36

2
ea

st@
en

gla
nd

ne
tb

all
.c

o.
uk

Lo
nd

on
 a

nd
 S

ou
th

 E
as

t
Re

gi
on

al
 A

dm
in

ist
ra

to
r

Un
ive

rs
ity

 o
f G

re
en

w
ich

 a
t M

ed
w

ay
,

Ce
nt

re
 fo

r S
po

rt 
an

d 
Ex

er
cis

e 
Sc

ien
ce

s,
Ch

ath
am

 M
ar

itim
e 

M
E4

 4
TB

Te
l: 0

20
8 

33
19

87
3

lon
do

na
nd

so
ut

he
as

t@
en

gla
nd

ne
tb

all
.c

o.
uk

So
ut

h 
Re

gi
on

al
 A

dm
in

ist
ra

to
r

Bi
sh

am
 A

bb
ey

 N
ati

on
al 

Sp
or

ts 
Ce

nt
re

Bi
sh

am
, N

r M
ar

low
,

Bu
ck

ing
ha

m
sh

ire
 S

L7
 1

RT

Te
l: 0

16
28

 4
77

09
0

so
ut

h@
en

gla
nd

ne
tb

all
.c

o.
uk

So
ut

h 
W

es
t R

eg
io

na
l

Ad
m

in
ist

ra
to

r
Na

tio
na

l N
etb

all
 C

en
tre

, S
ou

th
 W

es
t R

eg
ion

,
Th

e 
Un

ive
rs

ity
 o

f B
ath

, S
po

rts
 Tr

ain
ing

Vi
lla

ge
, C

lav
er

to
n 

Do
w

n,
 B

ath
 B

A2
 7

AY

Te
l: 0

12
25

 3
83

77
4

so
ut

hw
es

t@
en

gla
nd

ne
tb

all
.c

o.
uk

SchoolClubLinks Guide

page17



C
O

R
E 

S
ER

VI
C

ES
  :

- F
ac

ilit
ie

s,
 W

or
kf

or
ce

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t, 
(C

oa
ch

in
g,

 O
ffic

ia
tin

g,
 V

ol
un

te
er

in
g,

) C
om

pe
tit

io
n,

 S
po

rt 
Sc

ie
nc

e,
  C

om
m

er
ci

al
(T

he
se

 s
er

vic
es

 w
ill 

be
 re

le
va

nt
 to

 in
di

vid
ua

l n
ee

ds
)

U
17

 - 
U

19
 - 

U
21

O
pe

n
En

gl
an

d

S
up

er
le

ag
ue

Ta
le

nt
 1

 &
 2

 S
qu

ad
s

R
TD

P
 &

 e
xt

en
si

on
 c

en
tre

s

Tr
ai

ni
ng

 in
 S

at
el

lit
e 

&
 C

ou
nt

y 
A

ca
de

m
ie

s

R
eg

io
na

l &
 P

re
m

ie
r l

ea
gu

es
 fo

r c
lu

bs

A
ffi

lia
te

d 
C

lu
bs

, H
om

e 
of

 N
et

ba
ll 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t

S
ch

oo
ls

 N
et

ba
ll:

 M
ul

tis
ki

lls
 F

es
tiv

al
, H

5 
Fe

st
iv

al
s,

 Y
r 7

, Y
r 8

&
9

Yr
 1

0 
&

 1
1,

 L
ev

el
 1

,2
,&

 3
 C

om
pe

tit
io

n

Lo
ca

l &
 D

is
tri

ct
 L

ea
gu

es
, S

oc
ia

l a
nd

 fe
ed

er
 le

ag
ue

s
Fe

st
iv

al
s/

lo
ca

l a
nd

 d
is

tri
ct

sc
ho

ol
/c

lu
b/

co
m

pe
tit

io
n

in
 a

ge
 g

ro
up

s

Fu
nd

am
en

ta
ls

 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 to
 T

ra
in

(P
ar

t 1
) T

o 
in

cl
ud

e
Fu

nd
am

en
ta

ls
 o

f
N

et
ba

ll

Le
ar

ni
ng

 to
 T

ra
in

 (p
ar

t 2
)

4.
 T

ra
in

in
g 

to
 T

ra
in

Tr
ai

ni
ng

 to
 C

om
pe

te

Tr
ai

ni
ng

 to
 W

in

R
et

en
tio

n

P
la

ye
r 

P
a
th

w
a
y 

- A
pp

en
di

x 
2

SchoolClubLinks Guide

page18



Club Action Planning Scheme (CAPS)
England Netball has a club accreditation scheme known as CAPS which is part of the Sport
England Clubmark Scheme.  There are three levels, Bronze (Clubmark), Silver and Gold.

What is the CAPS Netball scheme?
The scheme has been introduced to provide a Netball club structure, which has the player as
its primary focus.  It will provide an overall view of an individual club within the ‘big picture’ of
the England Netball structure, and will help forge stronger links between England Netball
centrally and its clubs.  The scheme will aim to establish the ‘club’ as the basic unit for player
development.  By working through the scheme it will assist your Netball club in providing the
best quality service for your members by creating an appropriately qualified ‘work force’ of
coaches, umpires and administrators. 

Who can apply?
Netball clubs, youth clubs, young persons groups, colleges, universities, secondary, middle,
junior and primary schools all of whom must be affiliated to the England Netball.  Where a
school or college applies, it must be on behalf of a school club that meets regularly.

Why should a Club be involved?
CAPS is an excellent way to enable clubs to increase member numbers and improve the
standard of activity in all areas including playing, coaching, umpiring or administrating.
The accreditation signifies that parents / carers and players may expect a club which has
specified minimum quality standards for the playing of Netball.
The England Netball CAPS scheme is part of the Sport England Clubmark scheme and
CAPS encompasses all the minimum operating standards laid down by Clubmark.

CAPS offers:
• Increased exposure and publicity through Sport England, England Netball and other 

agencies
• An increased possibility of securing funds for local incentives e.g. reduced facility costs
• The ability to attract more members – players, coaches and umpires
• A clear development pathway for members – current and potential
• Stronger links to the local community
• CAPS and Clubmark certificate and use of logo’s on club kit
• Discounts on merchandise
• Additional County and Regional incentives
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England Netball Affiliation Benefits

Six issues per year of Netball Magazine – an informative and vibrant Netball and
lifestyle journal, of interest to participants and non-Netballers alike. 

Civil Liability and Personal Accident insurance.

Access to England Netball courses, awards and events.

Entry to EN competitions – a player-centred, exciting, high-quality structure which
identifies and nurtures talent, and where participants are encouraged to become the

best they can be at their level.

Discounts on Netball merchandise and test series tickets, as well as an increasing
range of exclusive offers from EN partners.

Information, advice and support direct from our County, Regional and National
networks. 

Support from England Netball qualified Coaches and Umpires. 

The nominated Club representative receives a copy of the Association's Annual
Report, and Handbook containing a comprehensive list of contacts, and general

Netball guidance.

Access to our Clubs Action Planning Scheme (CAPS). Linked to Sport England’s
Clubmark programme, CAPS helps your Club to develop in many areas, such as:

attracting and encouraging new players and volunteers; coaching and competition;
club management / administration; applying for funding.

A Club representative is entitled to vote at General Meetings.

Equity and Welfare benefits for Clubs include access to child protection, equal
opportunities and sports equity advice and resources.

For further information on schools affiliation or to download an
affiliation form please visit our website www.englandnetball.co.uk

or contact England Netball Affiliations:
T: +44 (0)1462 442344     F: +44 (0)1462 442343   

E: affiliations@englandnetball.co.uk 


